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Ensuring that students have the opportunity to reason mathematically is
one of the most difficult challenges that teachers face. A key component is
creating a classroom in which discourse 1s encouraged and leads to better
understanding. Productive discourse is not an accident, nor can it be ac-
complished by a teacher working on the fly, hoping for a serendipitous

student exchange that contains meaningful mathematical ideas. While
acknowledging that this type of teaching is demanding, Smith and Stein
present five practices that any teacher can use to implement coherent
mathematical conversations. By using the five practices, teachers will
learn to teach effectively in this way.
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